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FESTIVAL PROGRAM

- A (\_;i

Making its debut in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates, the Arabian Days initiative is a new
venture developed by the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre. This innovative programme celebrates the
Arabic language, exploring its historical significance, its vibrant present and its enduring importance in
shaping the future. It pays homage to the language’s pivotal role in nurturing culture and civilization through

the ages.

In this year’s inaugural edition, the Arabian Days festival coincides with UNESCO'’s celebration of World
Arabic Language Day on 18th December, exploring the theme of ‘Arabic - the Language of Poetry and Arts’.
Aligned with UNESCO's 2023 theme, this programme delves into the rich tapestry of the Arabic language,
both in its historical roots and contemporary context. A diverse and dynamic performance programme,
encompassing drawing, photography, drama, folk arts, theatre, singing and music, will explore the creativity

and richness of the Arabic language.

The Arabian Days initiative is an expression of the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre’'s commitment to
supporting and celebrating the Arabic language. The inaugural festival will stand as the flagship eventin an
annual tradition, with the aim to broaden the creative horizons and contemporary applications of Arabic,

fortifying its versatility and elevating its standing as a vibrant, living language.
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TIMETABLE

MUSICAL

RFORMANCES

Emirati Ayala

Saif Al Mazroui band

The group will perform Emirati dance
also known as “Ayala” or "Zaffa”
representing the traditional Emirati
art form.

4.00PM

Anwar Abou Dragh

4.00 PM

A renowned Iragi composer, vocalist,
joza, and oud player. Anwar is popular
for his performances in the vocal
urban tradition of Irag.

4.30PM

Andre Soueid
Asolo violinist and music producer.
5.30 PM

5.00 PM

Daneel Sayegh

Aprofessional percussionist based
in Dubai, UAE. Daneel mixes groovy
sounds with an eclectic mix of
percussion instruments.

6.30PM

6.00 PM

Ghalia Chaker
Asinger/songwriter, composer, and
record producer based in the UAE.
Ghaliaa blends RNB, HipHop,
electropop, Indie and Jazz, forming
her own unique style.

7.30PM

8.00 PM 7.00 PM

9.00 PM

Abeer Nehme

Popular among the masses as the
“All styles specialist”, Abeer is a
Lebanese singer known for her
talent of performing dialogues
between different styles of music
10.00 PM

10.00 PM

11.00 PM

MAIN STAGE

alc.ae

BONFIRE
STORYTELLING

THEATRICAL
PERFORMANCES

“Arab Pals”
Contest Awarding Ceremony.
4.30PM
Bonfire session
Gather around the bonfire under the
theme "Broken Arabic” to discuss the
Arabic language in the present and its
future.
6.00PM -9.00 PM
BONFIRE

15‘

23

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH WORKSHOPS

Henna history and mixing

An engaging and informative session
that delves into the rich cultural and
historical significance of henna.
4.00 PM

Arabic Poetry

This cultural journey delves into the
profound and diverse world of Arabic
poetry, spanning centuries and
encompassing various styles,
themes, and poetic forms.

6.00PM

Geometric Pattern Workshop

A session that introduces participants
to the fascinating world of geometric
design and patterns.

8.30PM

AUDITORIUM

#ArabianDaysFest

AL SAADIYAT

FILM SCREENING

ROAMING

Muhamad Al Nagbi
Emirati Oud player

Anas Handpan solo

Skilled handpan player, transforms
melodies into soulful journeys. His
gentle touch crafts harmonies that
speak a universal language,
transcending borders and cultures.

Henna station
Hanna Painting.

Cinema Akil

ElArd
Directed by Youssef Chahine
1969, Egypt

Arural Egyptian village
unsuccessfully attempts to retain
access to its water. Toldthat they can
only irrigate their land a few days a
month, several of the villagers
arearrested for overwatering.
Although the outside threat originally
seems to unite thevillagers, divisions.
resurface.

6.00 PM - 9.00 PM

TERRACE

@ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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MUSICAL BONFIRE

STORYTELLING

PERFORMANCES

12.00 PM 11.00 AM 10.00 AM

1.00 PM

Anas Al Halabi with band
Askilled handpan player, Anas.
transforms melodies into soulful
journeys. His gentle touch crafts
harmonies that speak a universal
language, transcending borders and
cultures.

2.00PM

2.00 PM

Yamane Al Hage

Askilled cover songwriter, and
quitar player, known for her
captivating voice. Yamane weaves a
unique blend of commercial and jazz
influences into her music.

3.30PM

3.00 PM

4.00 PM

Mawlid

Harmonious blend of Spanish and
Arabic melodies, intertwining the

rich heritage of Andalusian tunes.
5:30 PM

5.00 PM

MAIN STAGE

alc.ae
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THEATRICAL
PERFORMANCES

Leila Ashraf - Disney songs
Theatrical Disney performances,
catering to a younger audience.
11.00 AM

Cetrificate Awarding Ceremony -
Mexican Embassy

Certificates for successful graduates
of Arabic Language Course.

4:30 PM

Arab Legends Unveiled:
Historical Reenactments
5:30 PM

BONFIRE

20 N
dEM\

23 MANARAT

AL SAADIYAT
CHILDREN AND

YOUTH WORKSHOPS FILM SCREENING

Sound Healing/Story Telling
Sound healing with sound bowls and
calming instruments blended with
live spoken Arabic poetry.

10.00 PM

Drawing a Poem
Merge the worlds of art and poetry.
3.00PM

Shadow Puppets

Aworkshop for children combining,
storytelling, and a hands-on learning
experience, fostering both artistic
expression and imaginative play.
4.00PM

Shadow Puppets

Aworkshop for children combining,
storytelling, and a hands-on learning
experience, fostering both artistic
expression and imaginative play.
5.00 PM

AUDITORIUM TERRACE

#ArabianDaysFest

ROAMING

Anas Handpan solo
Moe Nabil

Muhamad Al Nagbi
Emirati Oud player

Henna Station

Youseff Hanan (one man band)
Face Painting

Diaa Allam

Live Graffiti Art
1.00 PM

@ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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FILM SCREENING ROAMING

PERFORMANCES YOUTH WORKSHOPS

Bonfire session

Prepare for a night of stories that will
keep you on the edge of your seat
with folktales that have been passed
along generations in the UAE.
6.00PM -9.00 PM

6.00 PM

Alaa Wardi

Asinger, songwriter, a cappella artist,
and producer. Alaa covers Middle
Eastern, English, Bollywood and
K-pop hits, and original ballads.

7.00 PM

7.00 PM

8.00 PM

Fatima Al Hashmi
Emirati Opera singer and pianist.
9:00 PM

9.00 PM

Noel Kharman

Award winning Palestinian
singer-songwriter. Noel is popular for
her unique blend of Middle Eastern
sounds and modern pop.

10:15PM

10.00 PM

11.00 PM

MAIN STAGE BONFIRE

alc.ae

Cinema Akil

The Blue Elephant
Directed by Marwan Hamed
Written by Ahmed Mourad
2014, Egypt

While trying to help an inmate at the
mental hospital, a psychotherapist
unravels mysteries he never thought
existed.

6.00 PM - 9.00 PM

CLOSE

11.30 PM

AUDITORIUM TERRACE

#ArabianDaysFest @ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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DAILY|DAY

TIMETABLE | THREE

MUSICAL BONFIRE
STORYTELLING

THEATRICAL
PERFORMANCES

PERFORMANCES

Traditional Folk Dancing

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH WORKSHOPS

Sound Healing/Story Telling

ROAMING

Opening address Sherine Tohamy

b Lebanon, Syria, Palestine and Jordan. Sound healing with sound bowls and by H.E Ali Bin Tamim Oud Player

< 11.30 PM calming instruments blended with 10.00AM - 10.10 AM

o livespoken Arabic poetry. Face Painting

o 10.00AM Keynote address by the Guest of

Q. Honour HE Irene Domingo Youseff Hanan (one man band)

- 10.10 AM - 10.30 AM

Georges Ekmekji Art
Musical performance by Spanish 3.00PM
Arabic Drumming band Mawlid
s Discover the The Darbuka (also known 10.30 AM - 11.00 AM
as Doumbek, Tablah, or Derbeke] is

< the most iconic percussion instrument

o in middle-eastern music, and has Arabic melody: A poetic journey

o been played by drummers for over h hthe \d of h

3 100 years. The name "Darbuka” most thiotgbitheioildothanmony

-— likely came from the word “daraba”, and rhythm

-— which means "to strike” in Arabic. 11.00 AM - 12.30 PM

11.00 AM

o

o

o

N

-—

Arab poetry in the age of the

Not So Human world: challenges of reception
z Award-winning Emirati singer and and future tranlation prospects
o songwriter Abdulla Al Shamsi 1.30PM-2.30PM

known by his stage name “Not So
8 Human" is known for his vocals and

. multi-instrumental.
e 1.00 PM
Russian Theatre Poetry Done By Kids

> The Russian Theatre, and and youth AT B D SRR

o theatrical ensemble hailing from participants to express themselves

o Russia, is set to transport our through the art of poetry.

o audience into the enchanting realm of 2.00PM Music as a Language: The

(V. age-old traditional Arabic stories. Cultural and Linguistic Effects

2.00PM of Arabic Music Today.
2.30PM-3.30PM
Lebanese Zajal
z Al-Zajal is a form of Lebanese folk
o poetry declaimed or sung at social
and family celebrations and in daily
g =«
("; 3.00PM
Argam Arabic mandala art

z Ayoung Emirati soul singer, Argam Discover the beauty of symmetry and

o AlLAbri, sings old school soul with a intricate details in traditional Arabic Drama & theatre - A dialogue

o modern touch. design & mandalas. with Mona Zaki

P=3 4.00PM G0N 3.30PM-4.15PM

~

Chady Nashef Al.'ah I..egends Unveiled:
. - . Historical Reenactments

z A sensational guitarist and singer. 5.00 PM

o Chady and his band blends blues :

o genre with Arabicsongs and

f=) oriental harmonies.

I.l'; 5.00PM *Limited seats; register
your interest at
arabiandays(dalc.ae

MAIN STAGE BONFIRE AUDITORIUM TERRACE

alc.ae

#ArabianDaysFest

@ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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MUSICAL BONFIRE THEATRICAL CHILDREN AND

TIME FILM SCREENING ROAMING

PERFORMANCES STORYTELLING PERFORMANCES YOUTH WORKSHOPS

Fadi Rifai Cinema Akil
A perfect blend of the best of east and
west, Fadi features modernized and
acoustic renditions of hit Arabic songs
infused with hit English songs
accompanied by various instruments.

In Fields of Words - Conversations
‘with Samar Yazbek

Directed by Rania Stephan

2022, Lebanon

z like Guitar, Keys and percussion. Dialogue between exiled Syrian writer
o 6.00PM Samar Yazbek and the filmmaker that
tries to ask vital questions about
8 cinema and literature in the face
= Diaa Hamza ofwar, death and violence. Focusing
o Electronic & Acoustic Oriental, Oud - on t:: relar(‘;onhbell.ween the dth
Flute - Clarinet - Percussion & FX. ] the |te.rary textandthe
act of listening, the film explores
6.45PM —
6.00PM -9.00 PM
Bonfire session
z Go down memory lane with nostalgic
n- memories, where stories bridge
generations and emotions run deep.
o 8.00PM-11.00PM
o
.
[
o
[=}
o
.
(-]
o
o
o
4
o
z Rima Khcheich
Acknowledged for her beautiful voice,
o Rimais a Lebanese singer with
o profound knowledge of both
Q_ traditional and modern Arab
o repertoires.
- 10.10PM
o
o CLOSE
o 11.30 PM
-—
-

MAIN STAGE BONFIRE AUDITORIUM TERRACE

alc.ae #ArabianDaysFest @ ArabianDays(@alc.ae



F—:—:f"'(‘—:‘
ARABIAN DAYS

DAILY‘DAY 18 |20|:—
TIMETABLE | FOUR DECEMBER 23 ,AMLAE,';\%DEQ-IT-

MUSICAL BONFIRE THEATRICAL CHILDREN AND

PERFORMANCES STORYTELLING PERFORMANCES YOUTH WORKSHOPS ROAMING

Opening address Youseff Hanan (one man band)

z H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
< 10.00AM - 10.10 AM Anas Handpan Solo (Outside)
o
o Arabic Music Sherine Tohamy linside)
Q. Naseer Shamma Oud Player
- 10.10 AM - 10.30 AM
Georges Ekmekji Art

Theatrical performance - a play 3.00PM

by students from the Russian

eham=cEhakats Higher School of Economics (HSE)
b3 Traditional Egyptian story teller with a 10.30 AM - 11.00 AM
< flair for telling nostalgic stories.

11.45PM
o Poetry and arts in the 21st
Q. century: Shifts and challenges in
- the Arabic language curriculum
S 11.00 AM - 11.45 PM

Insights into visual arts and
Z Arabic calligraphy
o 11.45 AM - 12.30 PM
o
o
N
-—

Nasiri Arabic literature: promoting
b3 Electronic & Acoustic Oriental, Oud - tolerance and understanding of
o Flute - Clarinet - Percussion & FX. different cultures
o 1.00 PM 1.30PM - 2.15PM
o
-—

Malid
z Traditional Emirati Dancing.

o 2.00PM
(=]
o
.
N
Arabic music and sung poetry -
A conversation with Marwan
Arabic perfume making Khoury
z Learning the age old tradition of 2.15PM - 3.00 PM
perfume making with pure oils.
o 3.00PM
[=}
o
.
(32}

Nagham Debale Arabic alphabet The poetics of language and the
z Nagham is not merely a qanunist, Learning the Arabic alphabet through artistry of the poem
o sheis amusical artist, conjuring the medium of art. 3.00 PM - 4.00 PM

melodies that transcend time and 4.00PM
8 cultural divides.

q- 4.00PM

Zig Zag Arab Legends Unveiled:
z An influencer and Arabic singer for Historical Reenactments
o peace & love. ZigZag mixes Arabic 5.00 PM

poems with international music to
= create a wonderful fusion. o .

o 5.00 PM *leltled seats; register
Te] your interest at
arabiandaysfalc.ae
MAIN STAGE BONFIRE AUDITORIUM TERRACE

alc.ae #ArabianDaysFest @ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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MUSICAL BONFIRE THEATRICAL CHILDREN AND FILM SCREENING ROAMING
PERFORMANCES STORYTELLING PERFORMANCES YOUTH WORKSHOPS
Hosny Bonfire session 1 Arabic Calligraphy Bookmark Cinema Akil
> Amaster of the Oud, Mohamed Gather around the bonfire where Workshop
o Hosny, is a captivating vocalist who favorite Arabic proverbs are shared, Merge the beauty of Arabic script The Last Queen
effortlessly conjures tales of ancient a!spaceufor cultural exchange and with art as you craft personalized Direzited byAdila: Bendimerad,
o \ands and distant dreams. storytelling. bookmarks. Damien Ou?uun
o 6.30PM 2022, Algeria
~°' 6.00PM Bonfire session 2
Professor Dr Abdullah al Ghathami Inspired by the legendary Princess.
Saudi Arabia Zaphira, wife of the last King ofAlgiers
The history of Arab storytelling in Salim Toumi, and his fight to defend
Arab folklore and culture. her community from pirate
Barbarossa.
z 6.00 PM - 9.00 PM
o 6.00 PM -9.00 PM
[=}
o
.
L~
o
[=}
o
4
(-]
Marwan Khoury
z Marwan Khoury is a Lebanese singer,
n- writer, composer and music arranger.
o 9.30PM
o
4
o~
o
[=}
o
4
o
-—
o
o CLOSE
o 11.30 PM
-—
-—

BONFIRE

MAIN STAGE AUDITORIUM TERRACE

@ ArabianDays(@alc.ae

alc.ae

#ArabianDaysFest
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15187112023 ALL DAY
rocran  PROGRAM

Embark on a captivating journey with our all-day programs, running every day from

—— Ao

morning till evening. Immerse yourself in the enchanting world of Arabic Language
through a plethora of experiences, including art exhibits and immersive activities.
Whether you're a native Arabic speaker or a newcomer to the language, each day

promises a unique opportunity to enjoy and discover something new!

By Mahmoud Shubar

A new exhibition of Mahmoud Shubbar paintings which portray the

poetry and adventurous life of Antarah ibn Shaddad al-Absi, the famous
pre-lslamic, Arab knight and poet, with a unique modern twist.

Location: MAS Theatre

fl

Inside the Loophole — Immersive Cylinder

Scents of the Orient Experience

Origin of Words - Interactive Screen
Interactive sound wall (Fascinating facts)
Anghami station

Platform of Musical Records - by ADMAF"

Soundscapes of Wisdom: Immersive Narratives in Audio

® 6 6 6 O O o o

Bestsellers in one place

alc.ae , #ArabianDaysFest

ArabianDays(dalc.ae \
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#ArabianDaysFest @ ArabianDays(@alc.ae
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